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hower told a packed news conference here today, that 
he would do his best to assure the .election of Sen. 
Barry Goldwater if he is nominated here this week. 



publican for life, the General 
said the Republican Party is 
not undergoing a historic 
revolution, as some maintain, 
and that it commands his al- 
legiance. 

“I will do my best to keep 
it working,” he said. “I do 
not believe this convention 
marks a great historic turn- 
ing point.” 

Looks Pink and Fit 

When asked if he would 
campaign for Goldwater, the 
General said: “I would try to 
do my best for the canlidate 
that is named.” 

He submitted to questions 
for half an hour, as he did 
when President. He looked as 
pink and fit as when he was 
in the White House. 

While he said he would like 
to see the civil rights plank 
in the platform stronger and 
declared that he disagreed 
with the plank advocating 
school prayers, the former 
President otherwise sought to 
minimize his differences with 
the Goldwater forces. 

Fully living up to his self- 
assigned role as Party unifier, 
the 73-year-old -leader repeat- 
edly attempted to reconcile 
differences and smooth over 
points of conflict between the 
Party’s two wings. 

Stumbles Sometimes 

When asked to comment on 
the differences between Re- 
publican liberals 1 and . con- 
servatives,; he .avoided -an an- 
swer by saying -that' hewould) 
be glad ,-to do so if. ’anyone, 
could give’ him a clear defini r 
tion of those 1 terms. 

Although in a genial mood 



'and seemingly relaxed, the 
former President stumbled 
over his sentences several 
times and once referred to 
“Gen. Scranton and Gov. 
Goldwater.” 

Gen. Eisenhower made it 
clear that while he believed 
the President should have 
final authority, regarding the! 
use of .-nuclear weapons he 
would , not join Gov,- Scranton’s ; 
effort to have .the \ principle i 
I espoused in the ' Party plat- 
form. . 

Neither ^ would the General 
support Scranton in the fight 
to include a denunciation of 
extremists in the platform. 

Gen.- Eisenhower isaid he de- 
plored extremists of all kinds, 
but he said; he did not believe 
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in condemning; any group or 
individual by name. 

As for the John Birch So- 
ciety, he said its leader, Rob- 
ert Welch, had made state- 
ments about him that were 
“nothing short of character 
assassination.” 

Welch has called the Gen- 
eral “a conscious agent of the 
Communist conspirarcy.” 
Nevertheless, the former 
President said he was “not 
acquainted with any tenet of 
the Birch .Society except that 
I hear they are against com- 
munism.” 

In answer to a question, 
Gen. Eisenhower acknowl- 
edged that he had had some 
doubts about the platform’s 
civil rights section. 

But he said Rep. Melvin R: 
Laird of Wisconsin, the plat- 
form chairman, called on him 
today and explained the mat- 
ter to his satisfaction. 

“The way he explained it 



to me it sounded an ngm., 
the General said. “I said I 
personally would have liked 
to see it followed by a com-! 
mitment by the Republican 
Party to make civil rights a 
moral issue. 

“I think each of us has 
moral, ethical and legal duty 
to see that the Civil Rights 
Act is enforced without vio- 
lence.” 



On the prayer issue, Gen. 
Eisenhower said he did not 
favor compulsory prayers in 
public schools, but that he did 
favor the teaching of religion 
as an influence on civilization. 

When asked what advice he 
would give Goldwater if nomi- 
nated, the former President 
said that if the Arizonan cam- 
paigned on the platform he 
“can’t go far wrong.” 

“It looks to me like a good 
platform,” the General said. 

When a reporter asked him 
whether he still thought Gold- 
water was impulsive, he re- 
plied: 

‘I can’t remember whether 
I said this in public or not.” 

Amidst laughter, he added 
that this was no time for him 
to talk about the personal 
characteristics of the various 
candidates. 

Asked about his foreign pol- 
icy differences with Goldwa- 
ter, Gen. Eisenhower said for- 
eign policy is not a single 
thing or concept. What is im- 
portant, he said, is to do 
things in a diplomatic way so 
as not to offend allies unnec- 
essarily. 

“There are diplomatic means 
of doing things,” he said. “We 
should observe the rules of 
good manners.” 

The General appeared to 
support the Goldwater pro- 
posal that the United States 



help France built an independ- 
ent nuclear force. He said it 
does not make sense to try to 
tell President de Gaulle that 
he should not build his own 
nuclear bombs. 

The former Allied General 
was then asked about Gold- 
water’s statement to Der 
Spiegel, the German news 
magazine, that Germany would 
have won both world wars if 
it had not had bad civilian 
leadership. 

Gen. Eisenhower replied 
that the Senator mentioned 
the matter when they met 
this morning, explaining that 
he meant no criticism of Al- 
lied Generals. 

Gen. Eisenlhower said he 
agreed that Adolf Hitler fre- 
quently interfered with his 
Generals to their disadvant- 
age. Abraham Lincoln also 
interfered “as long us he had 
ratten general,” he said, “but 
when he got good ones he 
left them alone.” 

Spaak to See Erhard 

Reuters 

BRUSSELS, July 13 — Bel- 
gian Foreign Minister Paul- 
Henri Spaak .will /fly to Bonn 
Tuesday for talks with West 
German Chancellor Erhard on 
the international situation and 
European affairs, a Belgian 
government spokesman said 
today. 




Sen. Barry Goldwater shook hands with 
Gen. Eisenhower yesterday after paying 
a courtesy cM f ’on the -former President 



United Press International 
in San Francisco. During the meeting he 
told Gen. Eisenhower that he now has "a 
little more than 800 votes” in . the hag. 



